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Washington County, Virginia
Proposed Ordinance for Consideration After Public Hearings Before the
Planning Commission at its meeting on April 27, 2015; and
Board of Supervisors at its meeting on May 12, 2015

An Ordinance To Amend The Code Of The County Of Washington, Virginia, To Define And
Allow Ecotourism And Commercial Recreation As Permissible Uses In Zoning Districts:
Highland Recreation, Shoreland Recreation, Conservation And Recreation, Agricultural-

Limited, Agricultural-General, Village, And Konnarock By Amendment Of
Sections 66-1, 66-222, 66-223, 66-247, 66-248, 66-272, 66-273, 66-297, 66-298, 66-322,
66-323, 66-347, 66-348, 66-0373, And 66-374.

WHEREAS, Chapter 66 of the Code of the County of Washington, Virginia (2002, as
amended), established zoning districts and specifies uses of land allowed in each respective
zoning district, as allowed by Chapter 22 of Title 15.2 of the Virginia Code ;

WHEREAS, travel to natural areas for recreational purposes is one of the fastest growing
industries in southwestern Virginia, and residents of Washington County have expressed
interest in commencing such activities for commercial purposes within Washington County; and

WHEREAS, the County’s zoning ordinance does not specify outdoor recreational
activities as allowed in any zoning district.

NOW, THEREFORE, ON THE BASIS OF THE FOREGOING, and in consideration of the best
interests of the public health, welfare, and safety, and having held a public hearing on this
proposed ordinance, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Washington, Virginia hereby
ordains the following:

1. That this ordinance shall be deemed effective immediately upon its adoption by the Board;

2. That should any section or provision of this ordinance be decided to be invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity or constitutionality of any other section or provision of this ordinance or the
Washington County Code;

3. That Chapter 66, Article I, Section 66-1 of the Code of the County of Washington, Virginia
(2002, as amended) shall be revised as set forth herein, subject to Article, Division, Section,
and Subsection titles and numbers amendment by the Editor as necessary for Code
consistency. New language is indicated by italic and underline, and deletions are indicated
by strikethrough.
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Washington County, Virginia
Proposed Ordinance for Consideration After Public Hearings Before the
Planning Commission at its meeting on April 27, 2015; and
Board of Supervisors at its meeting on May 12, 2015

Chapter 66. Zoning
Article I. In General
Section 66-1. Definitions.

Ecotourism means the use, for commercial purposes or by organizations exempted from

taxation by Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3), of property for activities conducted in a

natural woodland, water, mountain, field, or other similar natural setting with minimal or no

modification of the existing natural setting for activities primarily conducted in such natural

setting, including but not limited to ziplines, rope courses, geo-cdaching, orienteering, rock

climbing, rappelling, trails for walking/running/equestrian use, fishing, kayaking, spelunking,

and canoeing. A written narrative and site plan shall be submitted with any zoning application

for proposed ecotourism for review and determination of whether the proposed use is minor

ecotourism, major ecotourism, or commercial recreation. The site plan shall designate an area

for off-street parking with adequate provision for entrance and exit by standard size

automobiles and sufficient spaces for the proposed use. Parking facilities shall comply with

chapter 66, article Xll, Division 2 reqgarding off-street parking. Artificial site lighting, if any, shall

be shielded to minimize impact on night sky.

Ecotourism, major means all ecotourism other than minor ecotourism.

Ecotourism, minor means ecotourism that meets the following limitations: requires no more

than two structures, which may be used for functions such as restroom facilities, concessions,

ticket sales, storage, or other such uses associated with the ecotourism activity; with total

square footage of such structures in combination not to exceed 3000 square feet; structures

must be a minimum of 35 feet from all setback lines; artificial site lighting, if any, shall be

attached to a structure as well as shielded to minimize impact on night sky; and parking area(s)

shall be screened from view from state-maintained roadways by vegetation or other

landscaping features.

Recreation, commercial means the use of land, for commercial purposes or by organizations

exempted from taxation by Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3), for activity for amusement,

sport, or enjoyment as spectator or participant; conducted inside or outside of a building;
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Washington County, Virginia
Proposed Ordinance for Consideration After Public Hearings Before the
Planning Commission at its meeting on April 27, 2015; and
Board of Supervisors at its meeting on May 12, 2015

characterized by moderate impacts on traffic, the natural environment, and the surrounding

neighborhood; such as athletic fields, miniature golf, skateboard park, swimming pools, water

parks, paintball, laser tag, rodeo, batting cages, basketball/tennis/handball, motorized cart and

motorcycle trails or tracks, motorized model airplane flying, or open air pavilions used for

special events; excluding uses that are ecotourism. A written narrative and site plan shall be

submitted with any zoning application for proposed commercial recreation for review and

determination of whether the proposed use is minor ecotourism, major ecotourism, or

commercial recreation.

4. That Chapter 66, Article V, Sections 66-222, 66-247, 66-272, 66-297, 66-322, 66-347, and
66-373 of the Code of the County of Washington, Virginia (2002, as amended) shall be
revised as set forth herein, subject to Article, Division, Section, and Subsection titles and
numbers amendment by the Editor as necessary for Code consistency. New language is
indicated by italic and underline, and deletions are indicated by strikethrough.

The following sections shall be amended by addition, in alphabetical sequence, of
“Ecotourism, minor.” as a permitted land use:

Division 2. Highland Recreation Section 66-222
Division 3. Shoreland Recreation Section 66-247
Division 4. Conservation and Recreation Section 66-272
Division 5. Agricultural, Limited Section 66-297
Division 6. Agricultural, General Section 66-322
Division 7. Village District Section 66-347
Division 8. Konnarock District Section 66-373

5. That Chapter 66, Article V, Sections 66-223, 66-248, 66-273, 66-298, 66-323, 66-348, and
66-374 of the Code of the County of Washington, Virginia (2002, as amended) shall be
revised as set forth herein, subject to Article, Division, Section, and Subsection titles and
numbers amendment by the Editor as necessary for Code consistency. New language is
indicated by italic and underline, and deletions are indicated by strikethrough.

The following sections shall be amended by addition, in alphabetical sequence, of
“Ecotourism, major.” as a land use allowed by Special Exception Permit:
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Washington County, Virginia
Proposed Ordinance for Consideration After Public Hearings Before the
Planning Commission at its meeting on April 27, 2015; and
Board of Supervisors at its meeting on May 12, 2015

Division 2. Highland Recreation Section 66-223
Division 3. Shoreland Recreation Section 66-248
Division 4. Conservation and Recreation Section 66-273
Division 5. Agricultural, Limited Section 66-298
Division 6. Agricultural, General Section 66-323
Division 7. Village District Section 66-348
Division 8. Konnarock District Section 66-374

6. That Chapter 66, Article V, Sections 66-223, 66-248, 66-273, 66-298, 66-323, 66-348, and
66-374 of the Code of the County of Washington, Virginia (2002, as amended) shall be
revised as set forth herein, subject to Article, Division, Section, and Subsection titles and
numbers amendment by the Editor as necessary for Code consistency. New language is
indicated by italic and underline, and deletions are indicated by strikethrough.

The following sections shall be amended by addition, in alphabetical sequence, of
“Recreation, Commercial.” as a land use allowed by Special Exception Permit:

Division 2. Highland Recreation Section 66-223
Division 3. Shoreland Recreation Section 66-248
Division 4. Conservation and Recreation Section 66-273
Division 5. Agricultural, Limited Section 66-298
Division 6. Agricultural, General Section 66-323
Division 7. Village District Section 66-348
Division 8. Konnarock District Section 66-374
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